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News & Information
December 2014

Minister: Rev Tricia Williams Tel: 01480 473 444

E mail: revpmwilliams@yahoo.co.uk  Office Tel: 01480 404 909

www.stneotsmethodist.org.uk

Services
This Month

WE WARMLY WELCOME YOU IN THE NAME OF OU R LORD JESUS CHRIST

30 " November 10.30am Rev Tricia Williams & Colin Webber.
Baptism of Betsy Berry (Colin & Jan’s grand daughter)

10.45am Simon Cooper  at Hinchingbrooke Hosp.

7" December 10.30am Rev Tricia Williams
Holy Communion.

(Bible Sunday)

6.00pm Richard Crane , Section United Service
at Great Barford

14" December 10.30am Sunday Club Nativity Service
All Age Worship.

15" December 2.00pm Christmas Service at Priory Grange.

21 S December 10.30am Rev Tricia Williams

6.00pm Rev Tricia Williams, Carol Service.
Carols and Readings by candlelight.

24" December 3.00pm Christmas Crib Service, For our youngest
members to look forward to Christmas Day.

11.30pm United Communion Service at the
United Reform Church

25" December 10.30am Christmas Morning Celebration,
(section united service.)

28 " December 10.30am Rev Pam Siddall

2™ January 10.30am Messy Church - For all the family
The Messy Wise Men.

0The Sunday- f@ thide®aged 3 upwards
Sunday morning apart from when we have All Age Worship.

& meets every

A creche and toy area is available for the youngest children every
Sunday morning (including All Age worship)

Guarantees Fair Trade Stall & Tea/Coffee

a better deal

BENARNREN|  scrved after morning service

EAIRTRADE Producers



http://www.stneotsmethodist.org.uk/

Church Life
Mondays: PRAYER GROUP, 7—7.30pm
Tuesdays: WOMENOGS OWNPpm every Tuesday

December 2™ & 9™ then Jan 6.

MEN® S F ORDesember 16" AGM at BS 7.30pm.
BOOK WORMS Reading Club, no meet in December

Wednesdays: LITTLE ANGELS Mother & Toddler, 1.00-2.45pm
3 10" & 17™(party) starts again Jan 7.
BIBLE STUDY GROUP, 7.30pm:

December 10™: at 9, Masefield Ave, then Jan 14,

Thursdays: MORNING DEW  prayer & reflection, 9.15am,
December 11 " thenJang ™ ?

BARGAIN CENTRE SHOP, 10am - 4pm

COFFEE & SCONES, 10am -12noon 4™, 11 & 18"
SOUPER LUNCH, Dec 4™, 12 noon—1pm

Parsnip or Broccoli& Stilton soups & Xmas pudding.

TNT CLUB: (Youth Club, 10-14yrs) 6.30-8.30pm
Dec 11 " then Jan 15 ™.

FI RESI DE CI RCLE WOMENG6S FELLOW

7.30pm
Dec 4 ": Chocolate from Bean to Bar Open Meeting
Dec 18 ™ Christmas Fayre & Faith Supper.

Fridays: CRAFT CLUB, 10am—12 noon Dec 5" & 12" only.
THE BRIGADE CLUB,  6.30pm Dec 5™ & 12" only.
CHOIR PRACTICE,  7.45pm

SUNDAY TRANSPORT

Bill Hodges is the co-ordinator of the Sunday Transport which provides
lifts to and from the Sunday Church Services for anyone who requires

it. Please contact Bill on 01480 394109.

From our Minister: Rev. Tricia Williams.

Dear Friends,

Once again we have entered the
season of Advent, a time of
preparation and looking forward.
Advent is more than getting ready for
Christmas on a practical level; it is
also a time for us to reflect on the
significance of the Incarnation i the
word that we use to describe God
taking on the form of a human being
and living amongst us - so that when
the birth of Christ is celebrated at
Christmas we might have a clearer
understanding of its meaning.

As the weeks go by we listen again to the familiar stories and readings
as the salvation story unfolds for us afresh.

John uses the image of light in
light that has come into the world, a light that shines in the darkness
and can never be put out. In Advent we may journey towards that light
and draw closer to Christ. And as we do so, with each step we take so
the light appears brighter to us. This is portrayed for us so powerfully
by the lighting of our Advent candles on each of the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas, each of which marks a stage in that journey.
Week by week the light from the candles grows stronger till on
Christmas Day we light the central candle and celebrate that the light
has come into the world.

As we begin our Advent journey, let us use is it as a time to prepare
ourselves to fully enter into the joy and wonder of Christmas so that we
might welcome the Christ Child afresh into our hearts.

May God bless you and your family and friends this Christmas.
Tricia
PASTORAL CARING SUPPORT TEAM

Contact the Coordinator, Ann Hodges on 01480 394 109 (mobile 07531 867 824)
or i n Ann argasebRoleernsore 01480 212 960.
For Transport to church on Sundays contact Bill Hodges on 01480 394 109.




Christmas Souper Luneff'December

A choice of Parsnip or Broccoli and Stilton soups. Christmas music and
crackers, all topped off with Christmas pudding. Served from 12 noon
together with tea/coffee, all for just £2.

aSyQa oeDedkvier
The meeting on Tuesday "lBecember at 7.30p.m., is the AGM. So put your
thinking caps on and bring along i d:¢

aSyQa DNERdzL) b Sussday 15ibniNdR0155t e/ Y S N
Eaton Oakyp.m. for 7.30p.m. co$£19.00including service charge. This is
anopen invitation to all Church members Menus available from Ron Bull;

book your place with him now.

Morning Dew,11™ December

Morning Dew is a Prayer time which meets fortnightly on Thursday mornings

at 9.15am in The Upper Room. Everyone is welcome, you can pray out loud or
just keep silent, however you feel like praying.
TNT Youth Clubl1" December

Open to anyone aged 1814, we meet from 6.30pm to

of activities for each term, so see Simon if you know
anyone who is interested in going! AN
CANBAaARS 22YSyQa CSftft2z2gaKALJ
dates, for December 2014 & into 2015 all at 7.30pm:

4" December - "CHOCOLATE the process of manufacturing from Bean to

B a r @veryone welcome There will be chocolates to buy [price £2:50 to

£5] which will make nice Christmas presents.

18" December - Christmas Fayre and Faith Supper

8™ January - Sugar Daddies

22" January - FIRESIDE NEW YEAR DINNER  catered by Chefs Table
Solutions from 7.30pm, dinner at 7.45pm to be held at the Church.

Margaret Roberts and Tricia would welcome your support at the
Christmas Service at Priory Grange at 2pm on Mon. 13 " December.

CPA Choir practices:
Practices for the Passion Play 2015
Mondays at 8pm starting on January 12,

will be at Berkley Street on

Barbara Mynottis now selling heannual quiz(£1, in aid of
Parkinson's UK) so please get your Christmas teaser from her ASAP!

Womenos Oneaenevery Tuesday at 2.30pm
Here are dates when speakers have been invited:

Dec 2" CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT THE BARLEY MOW

Dec 9t CHRISTMAS IS COMING Barbara Garwood
Christmas Break

Jan 20%" THE CHINESE NEW YEAR

Feb 3™ THE HOLY LAND

Feb 17t JAPAN

Mar 3™ SINGING TOGETHER

Mar 17" TRAVELS ON A NARROW BOAT
Easter break

April 14™  LOVE STORY WITH PRIMROSES
April 21t OBERAMMERGAU

July 14*  HELLO AND GOOD-BYE

Margaret Riches

Peter Lane

Judith Johnson

Graham and Sue Bull
Chris and Liz Thompson

Carol Gosling
Angie Barnes
Patricia Williams

From Jannie Knibbs :-THE CRAFT C lastBneétifig is the 12 Dec.
and we have a lunch out then. But we will have club as well.

Coffee and Scones , I put my name down for the18"™. We will also
decorate the church then, hopefully with all the flower ladies.

Christian Aid - Christmas Appeal

In Kenya, 14,700 babies die every year on their first day of life. So this
Christmas Christian Aid is giving the money to help to get the mothers the
healthcare they need. As this is such a shocking situation the UK
Government is doubling the money raised at this festive season.

In our church there will be a collecting box and gift aid envelopes

giving you the opportunity to give when you leave your christmas

cards for display and collection . You do not even have to leave a card,

just your support and prayers. (Donations made to the Christmas appeal between
07/11/14 and 06/02/15 will be matched up to £5 million by the UK Government. From
providing maternal healthcare in Kenya to ensuring poor communities receive the vital

services we take for granted, your gift will help fund our work to eradicate poverty.)

Further to the above piece, which the editor adapted from a submission
from Mary Wrycroft, about the Christian Aid appeal. The wooden cross
will be assembled and made ready for you to hang your Christmas
greetings to the church family as usual. Saving the need to buy all those
individual cards so you can donate the money to CA instead.




Circuit Announcement -

Acting with the authority of the Circuit Meeting, the Circuit Invitations
Committee offered an invitation to the Rev Manivasagan (known as

Manny) Pillay to serve in our Circuit from September 2015. He has
accepted the invitation and he and his wife Mary (who is also an accredited
local preacher) are very much looking forward to joining us.

Manny is a Minister of the British Methodist Conference at the

moment serving with permission a short-term appointment in Australia.
His ministry started in his native South Africa and continued in our own
East Anglian District for six years before going to Australia.

Most of you will also be aware that at the same time Tricia will be moving
back to Sussex with Dave to take up an appointment in the Hastings,
Bexhill and Rye Circuit.

Your prayers are asked for Manny and Mary as they prepare to move back
to UK, and for Tricia and Dave in this final year of her ministry of service
in this circuit.

All Ministerial appointments are subject to the confirmation of the Annual
Methodist Conference. Adrian Besant and Leonore Charlton

Article from the Maitland Mercury, Australia, published in December 2013

- BE STILL. AND KNOW THAT T AN GOD.

f Rutherford may be a IonP way from Durban in South Afri
anny Pilla

f The couple moved to Australia three months ago as

Wesleyan Methodist Church.

As well as gaining a new pastor, the church underwent a
recent name change to Living Light and Reverend Pillay
he and his wife already feel at home.

‘O had visited Australia
lwith the country,” he sai
“We have been here for th
; Light as a wonderful oppo
Reverend Pillay has worked in his native South Africa as well as 12 years
UK and has already taken to life in Australia.
“1t has been very exciting so faf
he said.
“1 went to bible college as a yol
years now. "’

Reverend Pillay said he looked forward to his first Christmas in Australia
has big plans for next year.

“1 think it is important to undeHi
special time of year,” he said.

“My vision for 2014 is that many
“l would also |like to extend my |

Picture by CATH BOWEN 161213CB108

Reverend Pillay took uE his new role as pastor at Maitland

y and his wife Mary already fegl at

wi |
1anc

Pastor feels at home BAndrew Parkinson Dec. 20, 2013, 4 a.m. 7

It’s Christmas ...

. .. at Berkley St Methodist Church!

Dec 14", 10.30am

Christmas Nativity
‘The Sunday Club’ presents
our annual nativity

Dec 21" 6pm

Carol Service

Come and sing all your
favourite carols by
candlelight

Christmas Day
10.30am

Jesus is born!
Celebrate with us!

Dec 24, 3pm
Crib Service
A short service for our

youngest members, to look
forward to Christmas Day!

Jan 2™ 10.30am

Messy Church

! New year fun and crafts
il with the story of the Wise Men

For more details see www stneotsmethodist org uk or phone Revd Tricia on 01480 473444



Remember the Year Of The Sheep?

BERKLEY STREET
METHODIST
CHURCH

CHRISTMAS
COFFEE MORNING

13™ DECEMBER
10 am -1 pm

At the Churches Together Stall from 12noon to 7pm in the Market
Square at the St Neots Christmas Lights Switch On, Sunday 30 th

November , the Berkley Street Methodist Church
Christmas Sheep Trail will be launched

(Al s o, therebds stildl room for more volunt ece

¢ NG

SN

The gift only will be at Berkley Street \ A A

cangive

— D
F/_\; The Blood Donor Service 'z -

Tuesday 16" December -- \
ave a life. Give blood . ) . \ A\ |\
or platelets this 1pm to 3.15pm St Neot's Christmas Sheep Trail

Christmas 4.30pm to 7pm.

—r— Local shops have been approached and have agreed to take part in a
- Christmas Sheep Trail. The aim is to help promote the Christmas story
to children and families, as well as support local businesses. Each shop
Shoe Boxes 2014 - Final total 1265. taking part will display a knitted sheep, that they have named,
somewhere in their Christmas display. We will provide a leaflet for

Thank you to the checkers, the cartoners, the tea children with the Christmas story, a colouring picture, and details of
makers, the washer uppers, the card writers, the

table and chair movers. the knitters. the box Christmas services and a list of participating shops. The idea is that
wrappers, and anyone else who helped in any way children and their families visit the shops, find the sheep and write down
at checking sessions. its name on their leaflet. Children who then come to one of our
Thank you too for being so willing to help with the Christmas services with their completed sheet will receive a small
Biggleswade boxes, an extra 601ish. gift. The completed leaflets will also be entered into a draw to receive a
| Get ready for 16™ November 2015, when we can child's bible. Look out for the sheep when you are in town!
all come and play again. Thank you
' Think about all those 1265 children in Belarus who o .
will have a smile on their faces this Christmas. Tricia Williams

Laurie and Brenda 9 10




Christmas Day Lunch

A number of churches in town are helping to provide a free Christmas

lunch between 12.30 - 2.30pm on Christmas Day for those who would
otherwise be on their own, or are suffering any sort of financial hardship.
The lunch will be at Eaton's Community Centre and is free of charge.

Do you know of anyone who may be on their own on Christmas Day, or
is suffering financial hardship and would welcome a free Christmas lunch?
Would you be able to help with the lunch (by peeling veg on Christmas Eve
morning; offering lifts to and from the Community Centre; or helping
during the lunch)? If so, please let Simon know

(scooperl9@sky.com ). W e
If you go shopping in Waitrose, put your 'green R . et
token' in the 'Christmas lunch ' container, as this k4 S 7

will help provide the funding for the food.
(See the gaudy coloured leaflets/posters for details

.
’

~.7 0n your own for '
Christmas Lunch?
Financial hardship?

We invite you to
l!S!

~
.

~

N :
3 co..
o "y N
. You are hetping others *°

» oy

.,‘

Join us for a FREE CHRISTMAS LUNCH from 12:30-2:30pm on Thursday 25th December
2014 at the Eaton’s Community Centre, The Maltings, Eaton Socon, St Neots, PE19 8ES.
Registration is essential because we have limited space. Help with transport is ilable if req d at registration.
Sign up by calling Jim on 07545 175837 or visiting www.riverchurch.eu
To help or donate please call Jim Fitzgerald on 07545 175837.

ST SNEC [ River Church

Mystry in Hivtory

present a brand new Murder Mystery Pantomime

in aid of the St Neots Passion Playl!
Snow White and the
dfoisoned ftpple =

United Reformed Church
Dec 31+, 7.30pm for 8pm start

It's time for 'The Miss Terry Players' annual pantomime.
The cast aren't prepared, the lines aren't learnt, and who knows
how many dwarves will turn up? Things can't get any worse.

Or could they?

For one member of the cast, the pantomime will take a sad and
unexpected twist. Oh nol It isn't? Oh yes it isl

Enjoy a three course meal as you watch the
pantomime . . . and be prepared to keep alert!

Tickets £20
available from Simon Cooper (07870 317312)

or info@mysteryinhistory.co.uk

The food and time of those involved has been generously
donated, and all proceeds will go towards the Passion Play.

W, wha ok



Tempsford Methodist Church
CHRISTMAS FAYRE Shorts . . .
Saturday 6 " December 2014 from 10.30 am to 12 noon
Cake Stall — Preserves — Chutneys - Fresh vegetables/produce - Bric-a-Brac
Christmas Gifts — Children’s Books/Toys - Books/Jigsaws - Christmas Raffle
Christmas Hamper to be won - plus lots more
Entry still only 50p which includes tea/coffee
and biscuit or mince pie (children free)

The Sunday morning Tea and Coffee rota for December is at the back of the church
and we desperately need volunteers.

EVERYONE WELCOME The Stewards are undertaking a review of storage space and are having a turn out.
All monies raised will go towards the upkeep of the Chapel Anything they consider surplus to requirements will be removed after giving notice.
Tables have been sold, cupboards in Creche area reorganised, some brown plastic
TEMPSFORD METHODIST CHAPEL CAROL SERVICE chairs taken out of Hall cupboard and c
Sunday, 14th Dec. at 6.00 p.m ) ) ) . .
led by Rev. Barbara Garwood . Come along and join us in singing Margaret Turnerwould like to wish all her friendseace andoy thisChristmas and

traditional carols and hear the Christmas story. during the New Year, may God bless you all.

You will be assured of a very warm welcome and tea/coffee with mince pies

) ) i Congratulations and best wishesbo Barbara Churms  ( You ' | | have t
will be served following the service.

In lieu of Christmas Cardi&arian and Ron Bullvish you all a very Happy Christmas
Christmas Service of Remembrance and Carols and New Year. Donations instead of cards has been senttothé K SA YSND & {

Sunday 7 " December at 4.00pm at the United Reformed Church.

About this Newsletter

Simon Cooper and Chris Thompson have been sharing the production of this

newsletter for the past two years. Can you do better? What about working

alongside us to learn how we do it with a view to taking a turn?

You are warmly invited to attend this service, particularly if you have lost a
loved one in the last few years. Light refreshments will be served after the
service.

Action For Children at Wesley Methodist Church, Cambridge
Christmas Carol Service T 7.00 pm Wednesday 10 " December
With special performances from
St Catherine’s Girls’ Choir, King’s Hedges Primary School

Footlights Quartet and Wesley Methodist Choir Could this be the most I mportant Ch
Retiring Collection in aid of Action for Children send this year?
See leaflets for ticket/booking information Methodist Homes (MHA) are asking members of local churches to write just

one extra Christmas card and share the joy of Christmas with an MHA
resident or Live at Home scheme member.

The Aragon Singers of Buckden, perform  'Night of Miracles " by John John Bell of the Iona Community says: “If we see Christmas as exclusively
Peterson, along with other Christmas music at the URConFril9 ' Dec. for children, we could fail to see that God expects that the winter of our
7pm . If you can't make that Friday, they will also be performing Night of lives can be the most fruitful.

Miracles at 3pm, Diddington Church, Sun 14 " Dec. If you would like to help make Christmas special for an MHA resident

please write one of the special MHA cards (available from Marian Bull) or
use one of your own and give it to Marian Bull by Sunday 7 " December
13 14

Contact Judith Johnson for more info.



Other Diary Dates

December

13th Christmas Coffee Morning, 10am - 1pm.

15th Christmas Service at Priory Grange 2pm.

24th  Crib service 3pm

31st Murder Mystery at URC church in aid of the 2015 Passion Play

January
2nd Messy Church - The Messy Wise Men, 10.30am.

Eebruary
18th Messy Church, 10.30am

Messy Church - 8th April & 25th May.

ACTIOS Quian Saturday April 25at New Street Baptist Church
More details nearer the time.

More on Circuit Services and Events in 2015
1. The visit of the District Chair, Rev Julian Pursehouse and the President of
Conference on 29March 2015will now be at St Ivegnot HMC)and will begin at
4.30pm.The offering on that occasion will be for the Methodist Fund for Mission in
Britain (Home Missions).
2. We are planning for Rev David Shaw to preach at a Circuit Servic¥ btag7
2015 atAlconburyat 6.00pm with the offering being for Christian Aid.
3. We are also planning to hold the farewell Circuit Service for Rev Tricia and Dave
Williams at Berkley Street Church ori"2Buly at4.30pm,with a fellowship tea to
follow.

Items for the weekly notice sheet should be sent to Chris at
chris.j.thompson@tesco.net 01480210900 by 6pm on Wednesday,
please.

The deadline for items for the January Monthly News is no later than
Christmas Eve but preferably earlier.

Berkley Street Church Steward Team:

Daphne Brown daphne@44sunset.com

David Corley chris.corley@sky.com

Anne Cracknell acracknell317 @btinternet.com
Brenda Horden Hordens@hotmail.com

Chris Thompson chris.j.thompson@tesco.net
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&@B (CUS - For Prayer i December 2014

GC2NJ (12 dza I OKAfR Aa o02N¥ysx (2 dza
his shoulders. He will be called Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will
be no end. (Isaiah 9:6)

. In the long days of winter and the cold and dismal days of waiting for the
spring, pray that God will surprise us into life by the joy of the Good
News and that we may be ready to welcome and celebrate the birth of
the Christ child.

. Pray for all who suffer in body, mind or spirit and those who have been
bereaved. Pray for all who are lonely or anxious and all who will find this
Christmas difficult. May God help us to show his love, joy and peace to
all and to share the good news of Jesus with others.

. Pray for the leaders of the world and all who are involved in national and
local government. May God guide them with his light to the true wisdom
of justice and peace, of freedom and respect for every human life.

. Pray for all who will be far from their homes at Christmas time
refugees from war or persecution, incomers in a strange land, those
working away from home and those who are separated from their
families by disagreements or long distances.

. Give thanks for the wonderful response to the Shoeboxes appeal last
month. Pray for their safe arrival in the countries to which they are
being sent and that they will bring hope and joy to the children who will
receive them.

o Give thanks that Jesus came into the world for everyone and that all are
welcome to come and worship the child in the manger. Pray for all who
are involved in planning and leading our worship this month and that all
who come may discover the wonder
Jesus for themselves.

If you have any particular concerns that you would like included in next
Y2Y(GKQa t NI&@SN) Cc20dza L)X SasS O2ydl Od
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